
A report on Sanford's economy would be incom­
plete without a study of the county's first 
industry, agriculture. Fifty-four percent of 
the 163,200 acres of land in the county were 
devoted to agriculture in 19 5 9, much less 
than the 66 percent in farm land in 1954. 
Acco mpanying this decrease i n land devoted to 
agriculture are changes in the number of 
farms and the size of farms. 

Excludin g the change in the numb e r of f arms 
due to a change in def inition, one out of 
every four farms in operation in 1954 had 
gone out of busines s b y 1959. The 1,064 farms 
remainin g were ten acres lar g er, on an aver­
age, with B3 acres per farm. Average value 
of land and buildings more than doubled, in ­
creased to 1 7 thousand dollars per farm. 

As is the case in the State, tenanc y is on 
the decline in the count y -- decreasing much 
faster than the number of farms. Onl y one 
farm in four was operated by a tenant in 1959. 
The number of farms operated by full owners 
is declining faster than the number of ten-

ants. Another t y p e of fa r m op erato r is co m­
i ng i nto pro minance the pa rt owner. 11-
While the nu mbe r o f fa r ms, tenants, and full 
owners decr eased dur i ng 1954 - 1959 , the number 
of part owners increased by 42 percent from 
224 to 31B. 

Onl y 6 2 p ercent (66 1) of the farms in the 
county were clas s ified as commer c ial farms Ll 
in 1959, wh ich means that a t least 4 03 of the 
farmers ( thos e maki n g less th an $ 2, 500 annua­
lly ) have a v e r y low level o f living if they 
have no other source o f in co me . More than a 
th ir d of the commercial far mers ( 2 6 2 ) work 
of f the farm mo re than 100 da y s a y ear. Thu s, 
more than half o f the far mers have or proba­
b l y would like to have a part-t ime or full ­
time j ob to impr ove their annual i nco me . 

11 Part ow ners operate land the y o wn and also 
land rented fr o m other. 

II In ge neral all farms with a value of sales 
amounting to $2,500 o r mor e are class ified 
as co mme rcial. 
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